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Excerpts dealing with Africa

[.]
J. CARTER. [.. ]

The USA is actively involved in various international problems which we would
like to solve in the conditions of cooperation with the Soviet Union. We, in particular, are
trying to resolve the South African problems. We, like you, are very concerned about the
situation that has developed there. We are worrying not only about the manifestation of
racism in this part of the globe, but, like you, about the intention of the South African
Republic to create its own nuclear weapon.

We would like to resolve the problems of Namibia and Zimbabwe. Together with
Great Britain we put forth a concrete plan of solving the problem of Rhodesia. I am glad
that in the UN the Soviet Union takes a constructive position on this question. I hope that
in case of disagreement with our approach to the problems of the South of Africa we
could privately discuss these problems via our ambassadors in Moscow or Washington so
that we could have a common approach in the public arena. We do not have any specific
interest in that a specific government would come to power in this region. This question
should be decided by the people themselves. And we do not want to sell weapons to the
countries of this region.

Angola, with the presence of several thousand Cuban troops there, creates a
problem for us. I think it would have been useful if you, or we together, had convinced
Cubans to withdraw their troops from Angola, although I understand that we have a
difference of opinions on this
question.

(]
A A. GROMYKO. [.]

Now, about the situation in the South of Africa. Our policy for this region is
simple. We do not have any military bases, and no military personnel in this region. If one
feels the influence of our ideology there then who in the world can build barriers against
the dissemination of any ideology? The only thing we want there is that all the problems
should be solved by the majority of the population, by the peoples themselves. The
majority of the population there are Blacks, so the power belongs to them, not to the
White racists. We are against any delays in the transition of power. Such is, in short, our
position in regard to Namibia, Zimbabwe, South Africa. Incidentally, to the question of the
RSA [Republic of South Africa] I will come back in connection with the problem of non-
proliferation of nuclear weapons.



Now about Angola. We hailed the birth of this new independent African state.
Not so long ago we met A. Neto in Moscow, on the highest level, with the participation of
L.I. Brezhnev. We did not find that Angola took a hostile position in regard to the USA.
As for the Cuban troops in Angola, it is the business of Angola and Cuba and I am not
authorized to discuss this question. It would be right, however, to ask in this regard:
whose personnel supports the anti-Angolan movement, the troops that are based in Zaire
and invade Angola? Whose foreign troops acted in Angola even before the arrival there of
the Cuban troops? The answers to these questions are clear.

(]
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